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France: stop state funding for a Muslim high school 

 

In the second week of December, news appeared in the French and international media 

of some restrictions by the French government on Islamic schools with a stop to funding for 

Muslim high schools. The information, worthy of further study, refers to a more complex affair 

which concerns more generally the relationship between the assimilationist conception of the 

principle of secularism expressed in France and the consequent state attitude towards the religious 

dimension in public spaces, in particular, in reference to the Muslim religion. 

The news concern in particular the Averroès high school located in Lille, whose 

educational offer includes, in addition to the ordinary curricular subjects of the French school 

curriculum, also Islamic subjects such as the teaching of the Muslim religion and Arabic language 

courses. This private school, opened in 2003 and which has accessed state funding since 2008, 

with its 800 students, represents the largest private religious education institution in the country. 

The high school is located in the Northern Prefecture, on the borders of Belgium, in a region 

characterized by a high density of Muslim population, resident in the Western European state 

with the highest presence of Muslims, estimated by accredited demographic institutes at 10% of 

the total population (Pew Research Center). 

It should be highlighted that accessing a contract with the State by private educational 

institutions, as happened with the Averroès institute, means obtaining advantages, above all of a 

financial nature. In fact, the salaries of teachers, selected on the basis of national competitions 

similar to those of their colleagues who teach in the public sector, are paid entirely by the Ministry 

of Education, while local administrations are responsible for the management and maintenance 

of school buildings. On the other hand, the managements of educational institutions must respect 

the state programs and the school calendar established at central level and must follow ministerial 

directives. 

In this complex scenario, a ministerial inspection of the Averroès high school takes place, 

which at the beginning of the 23/24 school year found some educational, administrative and 

financial irregularities, such as the adoption of extremist texts, financing operations that are not 

very transparent if not illicit activities and some management irregularities, also indicating that the 

pedagogical contents of the institute do not reflect republican values. Indeed, the high school had 

already had a dispute with the administration during 2019, after the disbursement of subsidies 

was blocked due to non-transparent financial transactions with Qatari funds, a situation later 

unblocked by the administrative judiciary. 

Therefore, based on the report of the commission, which suggested by a large majority 

(with the consent of 16 members and the abstention of 9) to terminate the agreement, the Prefect 

decided to terminate the contract by also closing the credit line. 



2	
	

The inspection, seen by some as a simple routine, was considered by others to be the 

expression of a particular intention to withdraw from relations. 

It should in fact be noted that the number of private Muslim institutes under state contract 

is small, with 4 schools and a total of 74 teachers compared to the approximately 9000 Catholic 

institutes and 130 joint Jewish schools contracted by the State. Nonetheless, this inconsistent 

reality is indeed particularly problematic. 

As is known, in France the relationship with Islam and Muslims is a sensitive area, also 

by virtue of the national "de combat" characterization of secularism, which seeks the 

neutralization of common spaces through an invisibility of religion in the public dimension , 

which is cyclically punctuated by exercises of force and consequent controversies and protests, 

especially regarding the display of religious symbols. In fact, the teaching segment does not escape 

this particularly heavy climate, as the affair of the Averroès high school clearly indicates, a sector 

which has already received attention several times due to the work of discouraging people from 

wearing “Islamic” veils, and in particular from the ban on abayas and qamis introduced at the 

beginning of the 23/24 school year by a ministerial circular, then confirmed by the Council of 

State. 

 

Vasco Fronzoni 



17/12/23, 18:12 Communiqué de presse des avocats - Lycée Averroès

https://www.lycee-averroes.com/communique-de-presse-des-avocats/ 1/3

aa

Nous utilisons des cookies pour vous garantir la meilleure expérience sur notre site web. Si vous continuez à
utiliser ce site, nous supposerons que vous en êtes satisfait.

OK







http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&t=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats
http://twitter.com/share?text=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&title=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats


17/12/23, 18:12 Communiqué de presse des avocats - Lycée Averroès

https://www.lycee-averroes.com/communique-de-presse-des-avocats/ 2/3

← Averroès, rétablissons la vérité ! Après-midi antique →

Nous utilisons des cookies pour vous garantir la meilleure expérience sur notre site web. Si vous continuez à
utiliser ce site, nous supposerons que vous en êtes satisfait.

OK







https://www.lycee-averroes.com/brouillon-auto/
https://www.lycee-averroes.com/apres-midi-antique/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&t=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats
http://twitter.com/share?text=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&title=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats


17/12/23, 18:12 Communiqué de presse des avocats - Lycée Averroès

https://www.lycee-averroes.com/communique-de-presse-des-avocats/ 3/3

Nous utilisons des cookies pour vous garantir la meilleure expérience sur notre site web. Si vous continuez à
utiliser ce site, nous supposerons que vous en êtes satisfait.

OK







https://www.lycee-averroes.com/nos-actualites/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&t=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats
http://twitter.com/share?text=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lycee-averroes.com%2Fcommunique-de-presse-des-avocats%2F&title=Communiqu%C3%A9%20de%20presse%20des%20avocats

